@ Montana Resources

600 Shields Ave.
Butte, Montana 59701

September 20, 2022

Montana Department of Environmental Quality
Operating Permit Section
Hard Rock Mining Bureau

Attn: Garrett Smith
P.O. Box 200901

Helena, MT 59620

Re: Stipulation to Amendment 10 to Operating Permit No.: 00030

Dear Mr. Smith:

A stipulated approval for Amendment 10 to Operating Permit No.: 00030 was issued by the department
on April 22, 2020. The stipulation reads as follows:

No later than September 1, 2022, Montana Resources, LLP (MR) shall conduct at least one
meeting with parties to the BMFOU Consent Decree to discuss and evaluate the feasibility of
eliminating the post-closure pumpback of water collected by the WED system, by handling and
treating the WED seepage through the use of existing or upgraded water treatment facilities and
infrastructure. No later than September 30, 2022, MR shall submit a report to DEQ Hard Rock
Mining Bureau, which details MR's efforts to conduct the meeting(s), and the outcome, if any,
reached by BMFOU parties. Based upon the outcome and a consensus by the BMFOU parties,
the mine permit may be modified accordingly through a future revision or amendment. If any
BMFOU parties are unwilling to participate in the discussions or it is determined that alternative
WED seepage management methods are unacceptable, then MR shall meet this stipulation
requirement by submitting documentation of the efforts made to convene all parties.

In early 2022, MR initiated conversations with the other Settling Defendants to the BMFOU CD,
particularly the Atlantic Richfield Company (AR). From these discussions, a letter was sent to EPA and
DEQ (Remediation Division) on March 2, 2022 (attached), with a copy sent to DEQ Hard Rock Bureau.
The letter was followed by meetings with MR, AR, EPA, CDM, and DEQ (Remediation and Hard Rock) on
this topic on March 15, 2022 (presentation and discussion) and July 18, 2022 (site tour, presentation,
and discussion). A letter was sent to EPA and DEQ (Remediation), with a copy to DEQ Hard Rock Bureau,
on August 19, 2022 (attached), seeking written confirmation that EPA in consultation with DEQ would
accept WED water as part of the BMFOU remedy following closure (completion of tailings deposition) of
the YDTI. In a letter dated September 12, 2022 (attached), EPA in consultation with DEQ agreed that



WED water was BMFOU remedy water post-closure of the YDTI, and the water emanating from the WED
will be managed as part of the BMFOU remedy.

MR will incorporate this agreement into its updated Operating and Reclamation Plans scheduled to be
submitted to DEQ Hard Rock in late 2022 or early 2023. The removal of post-closure WED water
management from MR’s Mine Operating Permit will also be included in future permit revision or
amendment related to the YDTI.

MR believes that submittal of this letter satisfies its obligation to, “submit a report to DEQ Hard Rock
Mining Bureau, which details MR's efforts to conduct the meeting(s), and the outcome, if any, reached
by BMFOU parties.”

If there are any questions or concerns regarding this report, please contact me at (406) 496-3211.

Sincerely,
/7/////(/7//w
Mark Thompson

Vice President of Environmental Affairs
Montana Resources, LLC
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March 2, 2022

Certified Mail Certified Mail

Erin Agee, Esquire Mr. Jonathan Morgan, Esquire

Legal Enforcement Program Legal Counsel

U.S. EPA Region 8 Montana Office Mine Flooding CERCLA Site

Federal Office Building, Suite 3200 Montana Department of Environmental Quality

10 West 15 Street P.O. Box 200901

Helena, Montana 59626 Helena, Montana 59620-0901

Certified Mail Certified Mail

Mr. Nikia Greene, Remedial Project Manager Mr. Daryl Reed, State Project Officer

US EPA Region 8 Montana Office Mine Flooding CERCLA Site

Federal Office Building, Suite 3200 Montana Department of Environmental Quality

10 West 15" Street Remediation Division

Helena, Montana 59626 P.O. Box 200901

Helena, Montana 59620-0901

Re: Butte Mine Flooding Operable Unit (“BMFOU”) Management of Water Reporting
to the West Embankment Drain (“WED”) of the Yankee Doodle Tailings
Impoundment (“YDTI”)

Dear Ms. Agee, Mr. Morgan, Mr, Elsen, Mr. Greene, and Mr. Reed:

Settling Defendants Atlantic Richfield Company (“AR”) and Montana Resources, LLP (“MR”)
wish to discuss a matter concerning management of water reporting to the West Embankment Drain
(“WED?”) of the Yankee Doodle Tailings Impoundment (“YDTI”) as patt of the remedy for the Butte Mine

Flooding Operable Unit (“BMFOU”).

On August 30, 2019, the Montana Department of Environmental Quality, Air Energy and Mining
Division (“MDEQ-Hard Rock™) issued the Record of Decision (“ROD”) for an amendment to
Permits 00030 and 00030A for MR’s Continental Mine. The ROD identified eliminating the operational
practice of pumping water collected in the WED back into the YDTI as the preferred alternative for the
ultimate closure of the YDTI. Under this preferred closure alternative, water reporting to the WED would
be treated as part of the BMFOU remedy in the same way as other flows (i.e., Berkeley Pit, HsB Area, and

Continental Pit waters).

The ROD directs MR to meet with the parties to the BMFOU Consent Decree to discuss and
evaluate the feasibility of eliminating the post-closure pumpback of water collected by the WED system by
handling and treating the WED seepage through the use of existing or upgraded water treatment facilities
and infrastructure. MR and AR have evaluated this issue and determined that water reporting to the WED
would otherwise be collected at the Horseshoe Bend Seeps and managed as part of the BMFOU remedy at
that point. Therefore, MR and AR agree it is appropriate to eliminate the WED pumpback system at mine
closure and manage this water as part of the BMFOU remedy. MR has also confirmed that the remaining
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MR-related Settling Defendants agree with eliminating the WED pumpback system at closure in favor of
BMFOU treatment of the water.

Accordingly, MR and AR desire to meet with EPA and MDEQ as the other parties to the BMFOU
Consent Decree to discuss the management of WED water as part of the BMFOU remedy upon permanent
closure of the YDTTI as part of MR s mining operations.

Please contact us via e-mail to identify possible dates for a meeting on this topic at
MThompson@montanaresources.com and Loren.Burmeister@bp.com. Thank you.

Sincerely, Sincerely,

> o 2 __‘-\?‘ ) )
Mark Thompson, Project @oordinator Loren Burmeister, Project Coordinator
Vice President of Environmental Affairs Liability Manager

Montana Resources, LLP Atlantic Richfield Company

600 Shields Avenue 317 Anaconda Road

Butte, MT 59701 Butte, MT 59701



&\7; Montana Resources

600 Shields Ave.
Butte, Montana 59701

Mr. Nikia Greene, Remedial.Project Manager Mr. Daryl Reed, State Project Officer

US EPA Region 8 Montana Office Mine Flooding CERCLA Site

Federal Office Building, Suite 3200 Montana Department of Environmental Quality
10 West 15" Street Remediation Division

Helena, Montana 59626 P.O. Box 200901

Helena, Montana 59620-0901

dreed@mt.gov

greene.nikia@epa.gov

August 19, 2022

Re: Request for Agency Confirmation That Following Use of the Yankee Doodle Tailings Impoundment
(“YDTI”) for Tailings Deposition, Water Emanating from the West Embankment Drain (“WED”) of the
YDTI Should be Managed as Part of Remedy for the Butte Mine Flooding Operable Unit (“BMFOU")

Dear Mr. Greene and Mr. Reed:

This letter is written to follow up on previous correspondence dated 3/2/22 from Montana Resources,
LLC (“MR”) and Atlantic Richfield Company (“AR”) regarding the management of WED water as part of
the BMFOU remedy, and subsequent meetings with MR, AR, EPA, CDM, and DEQ on this topic on
3/15/22 (presentation and discussion) and 7/18/22 (site tour, presentation, and discussion).

Pursuant to the terms of its Mine Permit, no later than September 30, 2022, MR plans to submit a letter
to the DEQ Hard Rock Mining Bureau describing the status of meetings that have been conducted with
BMFOU Parties concerning the future management of WED water following closure (completion of
tailings deposition) of the YDTI. As you are aware from the above-referenced correspondence and
meetings, AR and MR agree that water intercepted by the WED after closure of the YDT! is East Camp
water that had been reporting to the Horseshoe Bend Area Seeps and should be managed as part of
BMFOU remedy. During active tailings deposition in the YDTI, WED water will continue to be managed
by MR as it is currently. Based on our discussions we believe that the Agencies also support this

approach for management of WED water.

So that MR can report to DEQ Hard Rock Mining Bureau that the BMFOU CD Parties have conferred and
are aligned on this approach, MR seeks your written confirmation that MR may state that EPA and DEQ
(in its capacity as a party to the BMFOU Consent Decree) also agree that upon closure of the YDTI, WED
water should be managed as part of BMFOU remedy.

Thank you for your consideration and timely response.



Sincerely,

o) Zorsyo

Mark Thompson, Project Coordinator
Vice President of Environmental Affairs
Montana Resources, LLC

cc:
Erin Agee, Esquire, EPA

Jonathan Morgan, Esquire, DEQ

Loren Burmeister, Atlantic Richfield Company
Garrett Smith, DEQ



UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
REGION 8, MONTANA OFFICE
FEDERAL BUILDING, 10 West 15™ Street, Suite 3200
Helena, MT 59626-0096
Phone 866-457-2690
www.epa.gov/region8

Ref: MO

September 12, 2022

Mark Thompson

Vice President of Environmental Affairs
Montana Resources LLP

600 Shields Avenue

Butte, MT 59701

Re: Confirmation of Alignment on West Embankment Drain Plan for Mine Closure
Dear Mark:

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), in consultation with the Department of
Environmental Quality (DEQ), has reviewed your letter dated August 19, 2022 regarding the
West Embankment Drain (WED). EPA, in consultation with DEQ, agree that, upon closure of
the Yankee Doodle Tailings Impoundment (YDTI), the WED water should be managed as part
of the Butte Mine Flooding Operable Unit (BMFOU) remedy. The WED water, if not collected,
would ultimately report to the Berkeley Pit, thereby making it East Camp water and would,
therefore, require treatment under the BMFOU remedy.

The final evaulation for eventual closure of the YDTI and the impacts on the final BMFOU
remedy has not been provided to EPA and questions remain. This letter is agreeing to the
proposed approach for WED only, but is not approving orconfirming other remedy decisions.
Those decisions will be made when the Remedial Action Adequacy Review is completed and

approved.
If you have any questions, please contact me at 406-457-5019.

Sincerely,
Digitally signed
NIKIA by NIKIA GREENE
Date: 2022.09.12
G RE EN E 10:31:50 -06'00'
Nikia Greene

Remedial Project Manager



cc: (email only)

Joe Vranka, EPA

Erin Agee, EPA

Daryl Reed, DEQ

Jon Morgan, DEQ
Garrett Smith, DEQ
Loren Burmeister, AR
Jeremy Fleege, MR
Becky Summerville, MR



